
 

 

The Royal Alexandra and Albert Junior School – KS2 Geography Progression Map 

 

Our intent at RAA is to provide an exciting, comprehensive and well-connected geography curriculum where children secure and enrich their knowledge 

and understanding, building upon KS1 curriculum coverage, to explore beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South 

America. Locations and characteristics of a wide range of the world’s most significant human and physical features will be explored.  Children will be 

actively encouraged and given learning opportunities to develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational 

and place knowledge, in addition to their growing knowledge of geographical processes and resources. 

 

As a through-school, we implement a Geography curriculum that is both skills and knowledge progressive from Key Stages 2-5. We will embed the KS2 

geography curriculum skills and coverage within engaging topic lessons that span a half term in length, enable children to gain a deep understanding of the 

topic involved and secure learning of key skills and knowledge integrated into the lesson contents. Our Geography curriculum is underpinned by rich, 

substantive knowledge and ambitious vocabulary that is modelled by the teachers to allow them to become skilled geographers. 

 

Children will have the important opportunity to self-reflect upon their learning at the end of each topic, in addition to responding and taking on-board 

teachers’ feedback. The impact of learning will then be evaluated by class teachers, addressing any misconceptions before progressing to the next topic. 

Teachers form a cohesive team that allows children to successfully follow a progressive learning journey throughout their time in the Junior School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM SKILLS PROGRESSION 

Year Group Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Human and Physical 
Geography 

Begin to describe some key 

aspects of physical 

geography (climate zones, 

biomes, rivers, mountains, 

earthquakes, volcanoes, 

water cycle) 

Describe and understand 

aspects of physical 

geography (climate zones, 

biomes, rivers, mountains, 

earthquakes, volcanoes, 

water cycle) 

Explain key aspects of 

physical geography (climate 

zones, biomes, vegetation 

belts, rivers, mountains, 

earthquakes, volcanoes, 

water cycle) 

Examine and explain key 

aspects of physical 

geography (climate zones, 

biomes, vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, 

earthquakes, volcanoes, 

water cycle) 

Begin to describe some key 

aspects of human geography 

(settlement/land use and 

distribution of natural 

resources) 

Describe and understand 

aspects of human geography 

(settlement/land use, 

economic activity and 

distribution of natural 

resources) 

Explain key aspects of 

human geography 

(settlement/land use, 

economic activity and 

distribution of natural 

resources) 

Examine and explain key 

aspects of human geography 

(settlement/land use, 

economic activity and 

distribution of natural 

resources) 

  Understand the interaction 

between physical and 

human processes and 

features 

Understand the interaction 

between physical and 

human processes and 

features and how these 

change over time 

Locational Knowledge Locate some countries of 
Europe and N/S America 
using maps and identify 

some environmental 
regions, key physical/human 

features, cities 

Locate more countries of 

Europe and N/S America 

using maps and identify 

environmental regions, key 

physical/human features, 

cities 

Locate majority of world's 

countries & cities using 

maps (focus on Europe and 

N/S America) and identify 

environmental regions, key 

physical/human features 

Locate world's countries & 

cities using maps (focus on 

Europe and N/S America) 

and explain environmental 

regions, key physical/human 

features 



 

 

Begin to identify position of 
latitude, longitude, N/S 
Hemispheres and the 

Equator 
 

 Identify position of latitude, 

longitude and N/S 

Hemispheres 

 

 

Begin to identify position of 
Tropics of Cancer/Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic 
 

 Identify position of Tropics 

of Cancer/Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic 

 

 

Begin to identify position of 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

and time zones 

 Identify position of 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

and time zones 

 

 Name and locate countries 

and cities of the UK, 

describing geographical 

regions and topographical 

features 

 

 Name and locate countries, 

cities and regions of the UK 

 

 Explore how some aspects 

of physical and human 

characteristics have changed 

over time 

 Secure understanding of 

how and why the UK’s 

human/physical features, 

geographical regions, 

topographical features and 

land-use patterns have 

changed over time 

 



 

 

   Apply understanding of 

positional language eg 

longitude, latitude to 

explain geographical 

characteristics eg 

topography 

Place Knowledge Begin to explain 

geographical similarities and 

differences (region of UK, 

European country and N/S 

America) 

Explain geographical 

similarities and differences 

(regions of UK, European 

country and N/S America) 

and communicate 

geographically 

Examine geographical 

similarities and differences 

(regions of UK, European 

country and N/S America) 

and communicate 

geographically 

Analyse geographical 

similarities and differences 

(regions of UK, European 

country and N/S America) 

and communicate 

geographical concepts in a 

wide variety of ways 

Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Confidently use world maps, 

atlases and globes and begin 

to use digital mapping 

Securely use world maps, 

atlases and globes and use 

digital mapping 

Securely use world maps, 

atlases and globes and 

digital mapping to build 

knowledge of the wider 

world 

 

 Begin to observe, record 

and present human/physical 

features of local area using 

maps, sketches, plans, 

graphs, digital technology 

Observe, record and 

present human/physical 

features of local area using 

maps, sketches, plans, 

graphs, digital technology eg 

numerical, quantitative and 

writing at length 

In a variety of ways, 

observe, record, measure 

and present human/physical 

features of local area using 

sketches, plans, graphs and 

digital technology eg 

numerical, quantitative and 

writing at length 

  Use 8-point compass, grid 

references and Ordnance 

Survey maps 

Use digital mapping, 8-point 

compasses, 4- and 6- digit 



 

 

grid references and 

Ordnance Survey maps 

Geographical Enquiry Ask and answer more 

searching geographical 

questions when 

investigating different places 

and environments. 

 

Identify similarities, 

differences and patterns 

when comparing places and 

features. 

 

Use NF books, stories, 

atlases, pictures/ photos and 

internet as sources of 

information 

Ask and respond to more 

searching geographical 

questions including ‘how?’ 

and ‘why?’ 

 

Identify and describe 

similarities, differences and 

patterns when investigating 

different places, 

environments and people. 

Ask and respond to 

questions that are more 

causal e.g. Why is that 

happening in that place? 

Could it happen here? 

 

Begin to use primary and 

secondary sources of 

evidence in their 

investigations. 

 

Recognise geographical 

issues affecting people in 

different places and 

environments. 

Ask and respond to 

questions that are more 

causal e.g. What happened 

in the past to cause that? 

How is it likely to change in 

the future? 

 

Make predictions and test 

simple hypotheses about 

people, places and 

geographical issues 

Autumn Term 

Topics Covered Rome Egypt The Americas United Kingdom and Local 
Study 

Key Vocabulary Rome 
City 

Ancient 
Roads 

Mountains 
Landscape 

River Nile  
Pyramids  

Water Source 
Tourist Attraction 

Landscapes 
Tributaries 

Source 
Countries 
Continent 

 

Climate 
Country 

State 
Landscape 
Mountains 

Panama Canal 
Rocky Mountains 

Grand Canyon 

Ordnance Survey 
Scale 

 Symbols 
 Grid reference 
 Co-ordinates 

 Keys 
 Legends 

  
 



 

 

Key Questions What are the major cities of 
Italy and can I locate these 

on a map? 
 

What are the geographical 
features of Italy? 

 
What are some of the tourist 

attractions of Rome? 
 

What are the similarities and 
differences between Italy 

and Britain? 

Where is Egypt on a map 
and which continent is Egypt 

in? 
 

 What are the geographical 
features of Egypt? (Including 
its climate and population) 

 
What would Egypt be like as 

a holiday destination?  
 

What are the geographical 
features of the river Nile? 

Where is South America and 
where are the countries of 

South America? 
 

What is the climate in South 
America? 

 
What and where are the 

major mountain ranges of 
South America? 

 
What is the human 
geography of South 

America? 
 

What is the trade and 
industry in South America? 

 
How is an area of South 

America similar and 
different to the UK? 

 
Where are the countries of 

North America? 
 

How do the climates in 
North America differ? 

 
What are the geographical 
features of North America? 

 
Where are the capital cities 

of North America? 

How can I use compass 
points to give directions? 

 
What is a grid reference? 

 
How does scale effect a 

map? 
 

Why are symbols used on 
maps? 

 
How and why has our local 
area changed over the last 

100 years? 
 

How does our local area 
compare to the Cairngorms 

in Scotland? 



 

 

 
What are the various time 

zones of North America and 
how do these compare to 

other time zones around the 
world? 

 
What are the similarities and 

differences between a 
region in the UK and a 

region in North America? 
 

What is the human and 
physical geography of a 

particular North American 
country? 

 
 
 

Spring Term 

Topics Covered The Amazon Investigating India Extreme Earth China 

Key Vocabulary Rainforest 
Deciduous 
Temperate 
Emergent 

Understorey 
Canopy 

Forest floor 
Monsoon 
Climate 
Biome 
River 

Water cycle 

Continent 
Asia 

Population 
Capital 
Climate 
Regions 

Mountains 
Mountain Ranges 

River 
Source 
Mouth 

Features 

Climate 
Extreme temperatures 

Water cycle 
Evaporation 
Precipitation 
Condensation 

Earthquake 
Richter Scale 

Tsunami 
Volcano 

River 
 

Population 
Megacity 

Urban  
Rural  

Desertification 
Hydro electricity 

Environmental impact 
Manufacturing 

Goods and services 
Import  
Export  
Trade  



 

 

Dense 
Tribes 

Yanomami 
Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn 

Cities 
Human features 
Physical features 

Culture 
Religion 

Food 
Architecture 

 

Tourism  
Culture  

Key Questions What are the tropics and 
where are they located? 

 
How can we use an atlas to 
identify areas of rainforests 

in the world? 
 

How can we compare the 
climate of the rainforest 

with climates in other parts 
of the world? 

 
Who are the people who 

have settled in the 
rainforest? 

 
How is the rainforest under 
threat and what can we do 

to preserve it? 

Where in the world is India 
and what seas, oceans and 

countries are nearby? 
 

How are mountains formed 
and what are the major 

mountain ranges of India? 
 

How are rivers used in India 
and what are the most 

famous and important rivers 
in India?  

 
What are India’s major cities 

and what are their human 
and physical features? 

 
What is Indian culture? 

(Including art, architecture, 
clothing, religion and 

cuisine). 
 

What is the difference 
between human and 

What is the Earth’s climate 
and where are the areas of 

extreme temperatures? 
 

What is the water cycle and 
how is water distributed  

across the world? 
 

What are the extreme 
weather conditions across 

the world? 
 

What are earthquakes and 
what causes them? 

 
What are tsunamis and how 

are they caused? 
 

What volcanoes are and how 
are they formed? 

 
 

Where is China? 
 

What is the human impact 
on China’s physical 

geography? 
 

What has been the effect of 
China’s economic growth on 

the country? 
 

What are China’s famous 
tourist attractions? 

 
What are the different 

cultures in China? 



 

 

physical features of India 
compared to that of the UK?  

Summer Term 

Topics Covered Countries of the World Great Barrier Reef Mountains Africa 

Key Vocabulary Continent 
Country 
Europe 

Asia 
Africa 

Antarctica 
North America 
South America 

Australasia 
Oceania 

Atlas 
Map 

Globe 

Continents 
Oceans 

Sea 
Size 

Temperature 
Equator 

Transport 
Food  

Leisure 
Raw materials 

Energy 
Pollution 

Mountains 
Mountain ranges 

Environment 
Climate 
Altitude 

Temperatures 
Tectonic plates 

Molten rock 
Tourism 

 

Human geography 
Physical geography 

Equatorial  
Natural resources  

Poverty 
Biomes 

Biodiversity  
Flora  
Fauna  

Key Questions What are the 7 continents of 
the word and where are 
they located on a map? 

 
What geographical features 
can be identified using an 

atlas and world map? 
 

What are some of the major 
capital cities of the world? 

 
How can different sources 
be used to identify human 
and physical features in a 

particular country? 
 

What do the words ‘ocean’ 
and ‘sea’ mean and where 

are the major ones in 
relation to continents and 

countries?  
 

What are the characteristics 
of each of the five oceans?  

 
What are the uses of seas 

and oceans (including food, 
fuel, transport, tourism) and 
how can pollution harm the 

ocean? 

How are mountains formed 
and where are the major 
mountain ranges in the 

world? 
 

What is the mountain 
environment like? 

 
What are mountain 

climates? 
 

Why are mountains tourist 
destinations? 

 

Where are different African 
countries located on a map?  

What are some of the 
different human and 
physical features of 
countries in Africa? 

 
How can political unrest 

affect a nation’s economy 
and development? 

 
What impact does a poor 

economy have on a nation’s 
people? 

 



 

 

What are some similarities 
and differences between 

different countries? 

What are the positive and 
negative aspects of tourism 
in mountain environments? 

What is a biome and what 
flora and fauna live in them? 

Additional Non-Topic Specific Geographical Language 

Location county, country, town, coast, physical features, human 
features, mountain, hill, river, sea, climate, tropics, tropical, 

of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic Circle 

atlas, index, co-ordinates, latitude, longitude, contour, 

altitude, peaks, slopes, continent, country, city, North 

America, South America, Europe, Africa, Greece, Egypt, 

border, key. 

Place Amazon rainforest, Reigate, Surrey, Gatton Park, Europe, 

Asia, Central and South America, physical features, human 

features, landscape, feature, population, land use, retail, 

leisure, housing, business, industrial, agricultural. 

latitude, Arctic Circle, physical features, climate, human 
geography, land use, settlement, economy, natural 

resources, Reigate, Gatton Park, Surrey, China, Asia, USA, 
Africa, Atlantic. 

Human and Physical mantle, outer core, inner core, magma, volcano, active, 
dormant, extinct, earthquake, epicentre, shock wave, 

magnitude, tsunami, tornado, climate, tropics, 
deforestation, evaporation, water cycle, evaporation, 
condensation, precipitation, cooling, filter, pollution, 

settlement, settler, site, shelter, food. 

environmental disaster, settlement, resources, services, 
goods, electricity, supply, generation, renewable, non-
renewable, solar power, wind power, biomass, origin, 
import, export, trade, efficiency, conservation, carbon 

footprint, peak, plateau, fold mountain, fault-block 
mountain, dome mountain, volcanic mountain, plateau 
mountain, tourism, positive, negative, economic, social, 

environmental. 

Skills and Fieldwork sketch map, map, aerial view, feature, annotation, 
landmark, distance, key, symbol, land use, urban, rural, 

population, coordinates. 

atlas, index, coordinates, latitude, longitude, key, symbol, 

Ordnance Survey, compass, borders, fieldwork, measure, 

observe, record, map, sketch, graph. 

 

 

 


